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Ii\^pedtof^: 
AUGUSTUS WOODBURY, 

CHAIRMAN. 

JESSE METCALF, 

SECRETARY. 

WILLIAM BINNEY, BENONI CARPENTER, 

ALEXIS CASWELL, LEWIS FAIRBROTHER, 

STEPHEN R. WEEDEN. 

f)epkrftir^ei\t^ : 

General Managementt - - - Woodbury and Binney. 

SanUary, - - » . Carpenter. 

Bdigums Instrtcdion, - • - Caswell. 

Labor and Finance, - - - Metcalf. 

Subsistence and Clothing, - - - Fairbrother. 

Repairs, ... - Weeden. 



NELSON VIALL. 
GHORGB W. CARR, M. D. 

Rev. WILLIAM DOUGLAS. 
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The following named officers are now employed in the Fiison : 

TIMOTHY P. DODGE, Depttli; Warden. 

THOMAS W. HAYWARD, Clerk. 

FEAMK C. VIALL, Overseer. 

CHARLES W. DAVIS, " 

ABIAL D. GLIDDEN, " 

LUTHER A. MARTIN, ■' 

CHARLES L. SHERMAN, Hall Keeper. 

Wn.T,ARD F. BUCKINGHAM, Watchmatt. 

MII^S D. GLIDDEN. 

ELLERY E. PAYSON, " 

MRS. CLARA E. DAVIS, Mairon. 



OP THE 

RHODE ISLAND STATE PRISON. 



The Inspectors of the State Prison present their report for the 
year ending December Slst, 1874, to the General Assembly : 

STATISTICS. 

Number of convicts in Prison, January 1st, 1874, - - - 77 

" committed during the year, - - 24 

" discharged •* " - . - 29 

*• pardoned "*«--. 3 

died «« «. . . - 2 

*• in Prison, December 31st, 1874, - - 67 
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Number of prisoners in Jail, January 1st, 1874, - - - 171 

** ** •* committed during the year, - - 2,447 

«« «« ' " discharged «• «* - - - 2,471 

•• «« " ' in Jail, December 31st, 1874, - - 147 

72 

Avprage number during the year, - - - - 169 365 

Number committed from the city of Providence, - - 1,298 

*' ** " other places, ... - 1,149 

FINANCES 

Amount of receipts during the year: 

From labor, , - - . - $14,715 42 

*• visitors, - - - - - 314 00 

" rent, - - - - - 336 00 

** all other sources, ... - 8,063 51 

Total receipts, ----- $23 428 93 
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Amount of ordinary expenditures : 

For supplies, - - - - 

" repairs and improvements, - - 
" salaries, - - - - 

" the librai-y and kindred purposes, 
** all other purposes, - - - 



Amount of extraordinary expenses : 

For the reconstruction of the workshop, 
introduction of water, 



ki 



Total expenditures, - - - - 

The ordinary receipts and expenditures ha 
tween the Prison and Jail as follows : 

Receipts on Prison account, - - - 

Expenditures on Prison account, - - - 

Balance in favor of Prison, - - - 

Receipts on Jail account^ ... 

Expenditures on Jail account. 

Balance against Jail, - - . . 

Total balance of receipts in favor of Prison and Jail, 

Total receipts for the year 1873, - - - 

** expenditures for the year 1873, - 

Balance of income, - - - - 

Increase of receipts for the year 1874, - 
Increase of expenditures for the year 1874, 

This increase of expense is mostly due to the fact that the aver- 
age number of prisoners at the suit of the State, for whom no 
board is paid, has been 32 1-2 larger than during the year 1873 — 
or about 44 per cent. The services of an additional officer have 
been required, and the cost of maintenance has been increased. 
The expense, per capita^ however, has been but $94.71, or $7.23 
less than in the previous year. 

The extraordinary expenditures were met by drawing upon the 
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reserved funds of the Prisou, which are on deposit in the Ehode 
Island Hospital Trust Company. 

LABOR. 

The Prison and Jail, in common with other similar institutions, 
throughout the country, have very sensibly felt the influence of the 
commercial depression, which has existed for the last fifteen 
months. Yet the Inspectors are able to report a surplus of 
$461.47 for the year. The contract which was made with Mr. 
William Sweeney, in 1873, still continues in force, by which the 
Prison receives 75 cents per day for State Prison men, and 40 
cents per day for Jail men. According to the terms of this con- 
tract fifty men are employed in finishing furniture. The contract 
made with Mr. Harding H. Fenner, in September, 1873, has been 
renewed for two years from the first of October, 1874. Accord- 
ing to the terms of this contract, twelve men are employed in the 
weaving and manufacture of wire goods, at the rate of 80 cents 
per day. The remainder of the prisoners have been more or less 
actively employed in chair seating, but at very low rates of com- 
pensation. It has been thought beneficial to the prisoners to keep 
them constantly at work, even if their labor produced little or no 
pecuniary profit. The Inspectors and Warden have been desirous 
of saving the men from the evils of idleness, as much from a con- 
sideration of the discipline of the Institution and the moral im- 
j)rovement of its inmates, as from the desire of relieving the State 
from the burden of its support. 

The Warden has been especially diligent in seeking for the men 
continuous employment. It would be gratifying to make a good 
financial exhibit, but it would be still more gratifying to send out 
these i^risoners better and stronger men in character, than when 
they were put under restraint. It is but common-place to say, 
that prison discipline should be reformatory as well as punitive. 
The Inspectors, in the administration of their trust, have been 
careful to keep the fact in view. They have also been careful to 
keep this other fact in view — that prisons are correctional institu- 
tions, and not establishments for gainful investments of the public 
money. While it is reasonable that criminals should pay by their 
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labor the cost of their support while in prison, it also seems both 
reasonable and imperative, that all means should be employed to 
return them, if possible, to the community, at the end of their 
term of imprisonment, strengthened in moral sense, improved in 
character, and in every way better fitted than before to become 
orderly and peaceable citizens. 

The fire which occurred on the morning of the 15th of January, 
and by which the roof and upper stories of the workshop were 
partially destroyed, caused an interruption to the prison labor of 
about two months' duration. Every attempt was made to discover 
the origin ot the fire, but without success. The Inspectors, both 
individually, and at a meeting of the Board, held February 23d, 
iiivestigated the matter thoroughly and carefully. It was shown, 
that the customary precautious were taken upon closing the build- 
ing on the evening previous, and that the premises were considered 
by the prison officers entirely secure and safe. After the extin- 
guishment of the flames, the stoves used for heating the rooms 
were found to be in their usual places, and the floors around them 
bore no indications that the fire had begun in their immediate 
neighborhood. The night had been excessively cold, a deep snow 
had fallen, and no fire engines were sent out. A considerable time 
elapsed before the hose carriages arrived at the prison yard. 

The nearest hydrant was on Park street, about two hundred 
feet distant from the endangered building. Hose was taken across 
the prison lot and carried to the top of the wall, and water was 
thence thrown upon the flames. The prison officers and firemen 
worked very faithfully, and to their strenuous exertions it was 
du6, that the damage to the shop and its contents was confined 
within comparatively narrow limits. The Inspectors were satis- 
fied that the fire did not originate from any negligence or remiss- 
ness of duty on the part of the prison officers or employes. But 
from the nature of the case it was impossible to ascertain with any 
clearness, its cause, or the precise point at which it began. When 
the shop was repaired, water was introduced upon each floor of 
the building, and the necessary hose is kept constantly attached, 
and in readiness for immediate use. It is hoped that the State 
will be spared the repetition of a similar misfortune. 
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THE want of room. 

The Jail and House of Correction still continue to be crowded 
beyond the wishes of the Inspectors, or the reasonable capacity of 
the cells. The matter was presented to the General Assembly in 
the last annual report, and the first movement of relief was made 
by repealing the provision of the law, which permitted the city of 
Providence to use the Jail for the imprisonment of offenders 
against its ordinances. The repeal was to go into effect on the 
1st of January, 1876. The mayor of the city, in his recent inaug- 
ural address, has brought the subject to the attention of the city 
council, and has recommended that immediate measures be adopted 
for building a House of Correction. The Inspectors trust that his 
suggestions in regard to the matter will be promptly carried out to 
some practical result. It is not contemplated iu the plans of the 
new State Prison to furnish accommodations for this class of 
prisoners. Meanwhile, they are thrust into the old jail — the 
character of which has been repeatedly declared to be disgraceful 
to a christian community and State — and are a constant source of 
annoyance and trouble. Their imprisonment is harmful and un- 
profitable, both to themselves and to the State. They become a 
constantly increasing expense and injury. The annexation of a 
portion of North Providence has necessarily enlarged this expense 
to the city, and although the number of committals for drunken- 
ness, the most frequent offence, has diminished — notwithstanding 
the increased number of the population — from 1,300 in 1873, to 
1,200 in 187^, yet the total number of committals is constantly 
increasing. But the Prison and Jail remain of the same size, and 
cannot be enlarged. The Inspectors, in common with all good 
citizens, will hail the day when th^old jail can be taken down, and 
its inmates removed to more suitable and comfortable quarters. A 
measure of relief may be found in a grant of authority to transfer 
a certain number to the State Farm and the custody of the Board 
of State Charities and Corrections, and this course the Inspectors 
would recommend. A few prisoners may also be transferred to 
the different county jails outside the city and county of Provi- 
dence, But the number which can thus be sent away would nee- 
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essarily be so small as to render the relief scarcely perceptible. 
Of course, this practice of crowding can still be continued, but the 
Inspectors and Warden must not be held responsible for its ill 
effects. 

THE RELIEF OF PRISONERS' FAMDuIES. 

There have as yet been but two applications for relief under the 
law authorizing the Inspectors to pay a certain portion of the 
earnings of a prisoner to his needy family. But the Inspectors 
are fully convinced of the wisdom and benefit of such a law, and 
regard it as a wholesome element in the discipline of the Institution. 
Hope is the chief factor in the moral elevation of mankind, and so 
far as it can be applied in this and kindred ways, to the reforma- 
tion of the criminal, by inducing good behavior and diligent habits 
of work, it will bo found successful in the production of encour- 
aging results. 

PHYSICAL AND MORAL CONDITION. 

The Physician and Chaplain report a satisfactory condition of 
affairs in their respective departments.* There have been no epi- 
demic diseases, and the health of the prisoners has been, in gen- 
eral, remarkably good. Two deaths have occurred in the Prison, 
and one in the Jail. But these are not chargeable to any defect in 
the sanitary arrangements of the Prison, or to any disease arising 
from imprisonment. 

The usual religious services have been observed throughout the 
year, and the Chaplain, and his voluntary assistantgan the Sunday 
school, have faithfully, and it is hoped, fruitfully performed their 
work. For their persistent and sometimes discouraging labor, 
they deserve grateful and conftnendatory mention. Valuable ad- 
ditions have been made to the library during the year to the num- 
j ber of 87 volumes. The whole number is now 987, and the 

books are generally in good order. The evening school was broken 
up by the fire in the early part of the year. It was resumed im- 
mediately after Christmas, and is now in successful operation. 

The Inspectors were represented at the National Prison Con- 
gress, held in St. Louis, Missouri, May 13th-16th, by Messrs. 
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Carpenter and Weeden. The number of convicts in the diflferent 
grades during the year is as follows : in the first grade, as having 
a clear record, 46 ; in the second, ; in the third, 6 ; in the 
fourth, 43 ; in the fifth, 6. 
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The Inspectors, in bringing their report to an end, would testify 
to the continued fidelity, ability and skillof the Warden, and sub- 
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* Chairman, 

JESSE METCALF, 

Secretary, 
WILLIAM BINNEY, 
BENONI CARPENTER, 
ALEXIS CASWELL, 
LEWIS FAIRBROTHER, 
STEPHEN R. WEEDEN, 

State Prison, January 25, 1875. 
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To the Hon.^ the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island: 

The undersigned, Warden of the Rhode Island State Prison, 
respectfully presents the following account of receipts and expen- 
ditiu'es for the year ending December 31, 1874 : • 

PROPERTY ON HAND AS PER INVENTORY, DECEMBER 31st, 1874. 

Books and stationery $30 00 

Bedding and clothing 1,047 05 

Building on Gaspee street 1,300 00 

Fuel and lights 646 50 

Furniture 1,225 23 

Library 694 00 

Miscellaneous 606 50 

Provisions and Groceries 233 16 J 

Debts due 1,638 91 

Cash on library account I$489 78 

Cash on general account 5,281 22 6,771 00 

$12,992 35 

PROPERTY ON HAND AS PER INVENTORY, JANUARY Jst, 1874. 

Books and stationery 1^15 00 

.Bedding and clothing 962 50 

Building on Gaspee street 1,300 00 

Fuel and lights 724 00 

Furniture ... 1, 172 80 

Library 684 00 

Miscellaneous 567 50 

Provisions and groceries 300 92 

Cash on library account 8570 99 

Cash on general account 11,578 23 12,149 22 

817.875 94 

.Less expense of repairing damage by fire $5,109 89 

Less expense of introduction of Pawtuxet 

water 235 17 6,345 06 

812,530 88 

>Ealance of income for the year ; $461 47 
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EXPENSE AND INCOME, DECEMBER 31, 1874. 

Cr. 

Building on Gaspee street 8336 00 

Cane shop 3,951 41 

Furniture shop 7,667 21 

Interest on deposits 631 40 

Jail board ' 6,687 20 

Jail fees 357 62 

Jail labor 157 05 

Prison board; 469 29 

Prison fees 18 00 

Visitors' fees 314 00 

Wire shop 3,039 76 



« 



$23,428 93 



Dr. 

Books and stationery 8108 18 

Bedding and clothing 640 77 

Discharged convicts; 162 25 

Expenses 637 02 

Fuel and lights 1,358 20 

Furniture 27 70 

Library 185 21 

Miscellaneous 276 39 

Provisions and groceries 7,464 47 

Repairs and Improvements 394 48 

Salaries of officers 11,806 79 

Prisoners' Relief Fund 6 00 



822,967 46 



Balance of income, as above f 461 47 

ABSTRACT OP ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 1874. 

BOOKS AND STATIONERY. 

Amount on hand January 1, 1874 $15 00 

Amount since purchased .' 123 18 $138 18 

Amount on hand December 31, 1874 30 00 

Balance, being expense $108 18 

BEDDING AND CLOTHING. 

Amount on hand January 1st, 1874 $962 60 

Amount since purchased 679 83 $1,642 33 

Amount credited 64 61 

Amount on hand December 31, 1874 1,047 05 1,101 66 

Balance, being expense $540 77 
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DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 

Cash and clothing for same $163 25 

EXPENSES. 

Cash paid for sandry expenses $637 02 

FUEL AND LIGHTS. 

Amount on hand January 1, 1874 $724 00 

Amount since purchased 1,228 01 $1,952 01 

Amount credited 47 31 

Amount on hand December 31, 1874 546 60 593 81 

Balance, being expense $1,358 20 

furniture. 

Amount on hand January 1, 1874 • $1,172 80 

Amount since purchased 80 13 $1,252 93 

Amount on hand December 31, 1874 1,225 23 

Balance, being expense $27 70 

LIBRARY. 

Amount on hand January 1, 1874 $684 00 

Amount since charged 195 21 

Amount on hand December 31, 1874 

Balance, being expense 

miscellaneous. 

Amount on hand January 1, 1874 $567 50 

Amount charged to this account 392 39 

Amount credited 77 00 

Amount on hand December 31, 1874 606 50 

Balance, being expense $276 39 

PROVISIONS AND GROCERIES. 

Amount on hand January 1, 1874 $300 92 

Amount since purchased 7,640 43 

Amount credited 243 72 

Amount on hand December 31, 1874^ 233 16 

Balance, being expense ^ 

building ON GASPEE STREET. 

Inventory, December 31, 1874 $1,300 00 

Received for rent 360 00 

Paid for insurance 24 00 

Inventory, January 1, 1874 1,300 00 

Balance, being income 



$879 21 




694 00 




$185 21 


m 


• 

$959 89 




683 50 





7,941 35 


« 

476 88 


$7,464 47 


1,660 00 


1.324 00 


$336 00 
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The income and expenses are divided between the State Prison 
and County Jail as follows : 

INCOME. 

Prison. Jail. Total. 

Building $100 80 $235 20 $336 00 

Board 469 29 6,587 20 7,056 49 

CaneShop 1,185 42 2,765 S9 3,951 41 

Furniture Shop....' 5,661 66 1,905 55 7,567 21 

Fees 18 00 357 62 375 62 

Interest 189 42 44198 63140 

Jaillabor 157 05 157 05 

Visitors' fees 94 20 219 80 314 00 

WireShop 3,039 75 3,039 75 

$10,758 54 $12,670 39 $23,428 93 



EXPfeNSES. 



Books and stationery. . 
Bedding and clothing. . 
Discharged c<»nvicts. . . 

Expenses 

Fuel and lights 

Furniture 

Library 

Miscellaneous 

Provisions 

Repairs 

Salaries 

Prisoners' Relief Fund. 



Prison. 

$32 45 

162 23 

162 25 

191 11 

407 46 

8 31 

185 21 

82 92 

2,239 34 

118 34 

3,542 04 

6 00 



Jail. 

$75 73 
378 54 

445 91 

950 74 

19 39 

193 47 
6,225 13 

276 14 
8,264 75 



Total. 

$108 18 

540 77 

162 25 

637 02 

1,358 20 

27 70 

185 21 

276 39 

7,464 47 

394 48 

11,806 79 

6 00 



$7,137 66 $15,829 80 $22,967 46 



BALANCES OF EXPENSES AND INCOME FOR THE TEAR. 



Prison income $3,620 88 

Jail expense 

Balance of Prison income over Jail expense, 



$3,159 41 



$461 47 



Current expense, per capita ^ of prisoners for the year 1874 : 

For salaries of officers $48 69 

provisions and groceries 30 78 

fuel and lights 5 60 

bedding and clothing* 2 23 

miscellaneous expenses. 7 41 



<c 
(• 
(« 



♦ Exclusive of military clothing received from the Quartermaster General. 



$94 71 



; • 
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: 

• • • • • • 



• • • 



* • 






I* 



16 



State Prison Eeport. 



The undersigned has examined the account of receipts and ex- 
penditures of the Ehode Island State Prison and Providence 
County Jail, for the year ending December 31, 1874, as pre- 
sented in the foregoing statement, has compared the same with the 
books and vouchers, and finds the same correct. 

AUGUSTUS WOODBURY. 

Providence, January 19th, 1875. 



V •-• 
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Knmber of Convicts in Prison, Committed, Discharged, Pardoned, Deceased, 
Escaped and Returned, in each year, since the establishment of the Institu- 
tion in 1838. 



YKAR. 


In Prison 
Jan. 1. 


Commit- 
ted. 


Dis- 
charged. 


Par- 
doned. 


Died. 


Escaped. 


Escapes 
Returned 


1838 




5 

6 

9 

13 

7 

13 

6 

8 

8 

11 

8 

14 

29 

21 

17 

26 

23 

27 

14 

34 

26 

23 

29 

39 

18 

12 

10 

22 

40 

25 

26 

42 

25 

26 

30 

33 
2 












1839 


5 
9 
15 
26 
24 
23 
19 
19 
19 
21 
27 
30 
42 
49 
45 
49 
52 
62 
54 
67 
70 
67 
67 
85 
60 
47 
41 
48 
72 
59 
59 
80 
75 
65 
71 
77 
67 


2 

3 

2 

6 

10 

5 

5 

4 

5 

2 

4 

6 

2 

17 

8 

14 

14 

19 

19 

20 

18 

27 

18 

38 

20 

13 

11 

9 

27 

20 

16 

25 

31 

16 

26 

29 










1840 










1841 










1842 


2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
3 


1 
1 
2 

1 






1843 






1844 


1 




1845 




1846 


1 




1847 




1848 






1849 


5 

11 
10 
4 
14 
4 
2 
2 
2 

1 
3 
5 
4 
2 
3 
7 
9 
6 
3 
5 
2 
5 
1 
3 


2 


3 


3 


1850 




1851 


1 


1 




1852 




1853 








1854 


3 
1 

1 




1 


1855 




1856 






1857 






1858 


3 
5 

1 


1 


1 


1859 




1860 






1861.. 






1862 








1863 


1 
1 
1 






1864 






1865 


1 


1 


1866 




1867 


2 






1868 






1869 


2 


1 


1 


1870 




1871 


3 
1 

1 
2 






1872 


2 




1873 

1874 


1 


1875 





















2 
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The Ages, Sexes, Complexions and Nativities of Persons contimitted to the 
State Prison, since its first institation in 1838: 



Under 20 years of age 144 

From 20 to 30 years 378 

•' 30 ** 40 ** 129 

" 40 *• 50 " 67 

*• 60 •* 60 *« 19 

•* 60 ** 70 ** 11 

Over 70 years : . . 1 



Males 728 

Females 21 

Natives of tlie United States 529 

Foreigners 220 

White 6*^5 

Colored ; 94 



The places of nativity are : 

Rhode Isl an d 291 

Massachusetts 89 

New York 41 

Connecticut 31 

Maine 17 

Pennsylvania 12 

Yirginia 11 

New Hampshii'e 6 

New Jersey , . 6 

District of Columbia 6 

Vermont • • • • • ^ 

Kentucky 3 

Maryland 2 

Illinois 

Ohio 

North Carolina 

Delaware 

Florida 

Louisiana. .'. 

Texas 

Mississippi 

California 

529 



Ireland .....' 141 

England 33 

C'anada 10 

Germany 8 

Finance 6 

Nova Scotia 4 

Scotland • 3 

New Brunswick 3 

Sweeden 3 

Italy '2 

Wales 

Gibraltar « 

New Foundland 

Beimuda 

Santa Cruz 

Peru 

Turkey 1 
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The Crimes for which persons have been committed to the State Prison 
since its institution in 1838 : 



Assault and battery 7 

*• with intent to kill 27 

«* •• a dangerous weapon. 21 

*♦ ** intent to commit rape.. 24 

«• " ♦* ** sodomy, 1 

«« *« •* to rob...* 10 

<• on tne Warden 2 



Adultery 2 

Bigamy 9 

Burglary 54 

Breaking into a bank 5 

** " church.. 2 

'* " school-house 1 

•* " vessel 4 
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Sreaking into an engine -house. ... 1 

Conspiracy 2 

Counterfeiting 2 

Destroying a dam 1 

Embezzlement 4 

Escape from prison 2 

Porgery 21 

House Breaking 28 

Having and passing counterfeit 

money .32 

Inciting another to commit larceny, 1 

Incest 1 

Indecent exposure 1 

Larceny 188 



Murder. . ; 25 

Manslaughter 18 

Mingling poison with drink 1 

Obstructing railroad 2 

Obtaining goods by false pretences, 2 

Perjury 12 

Rape 8 

Receiving stolen goods 1 

Rescuing a jail prisoner 1 

Robbery 47 

Setting fire. 25 

Store breaking and larceny 162 

Sodomy 1 

Treason 1 
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Average number of convicts in 1874 73 aes 



There are in prison December 31, 1874 67 

Males 65 Colored 13 

Females 2 Natives of the United Slates 52 

White. 54 Foreigners 15 



NELSON VIALL, Warden. 
Providence, December Slst, 1874. 



jSlI<i$^'g f(s{f>Of{¥. 



DECEMBER 31, 1874. 



There were in Jail January 1st, 1874 : 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


flnnini Ui^f! hv the • State 


100 
34 

1 
1 
2 
14 
3 
5 
1 


4 


106 


*» •* eitv of Providence 


38 


*♦ ** town of Cranston 

•« ** ** Johnston 

•« <* •« Lincoln. 


1 
1 
2 


" ** " North Providence 

«« «« ** Pawtucket. 


14 
3 


«« " ** Woonsocket 

<t « United States 


5 
1 






« 


161 


10 


171 



0^ 



There have been committed since : 



By the State, sentenced 

** for want of bail 

city of Providence, sentenced 

" ** for want of bail 

town of Johnston, sentenced 

Lincoln, ** 

** for want of bail 

North Providence, sentenced. 

** for want of bail.. 

Pawtucket, sentenced 

** for want of bail 

Woonsocket, sentenced 

East Providence, sentenced 



Males. 



384 

293 

1,127 

17 

7 

39 

3 

57 

1 

41 

1 

36 

23 



Females. Total. 



13 

71 

153 

1 

1 

5 



3 
1 



397 

364 

1,280 

18 

8 

44 

3 

66 

1 

44 

1 

39 

24 
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There have been committed since, (continued) : 



By the town of Cumberland, sentenced 

** for want of bail, 

Smithfield, sentenced , 

" for want of bail. . . 

North Smithfield, sentenced. . 

Burrillville, sentenced 

Warwick, " 

United States, ** 

*' for want of bail. 



it 



Total criminal commitments. 
Debtors committed 



k 



Total in Jail during the year. 



Males. 



13 
1 
4 
1 
1 
2 
1 

1 
3 



2,056 
123 



2.179 

2,340 



Females. 



2 



263 
5 



268 
278 



TdtaL 



13 
1 
5 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 



2,319 
128 

2,447 
2,618 



Discharged during the yeai : 





% 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


By the Statfi 


655 

19 

1,160 

1 

7 

43 

71 

1 

43 

37 

23 

14 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

117 


85 

1 

155 

i * 

4 
9 

2*' 

3 

1 

i** 

i ' 

4 


740 


*'w 


* ** sentenced to State Prison. 


20 




* city of Providence 


1,315 




* town of Cranston 


1 




* '* Johnston.... 


8 




' • ** Liincoln 


47 




* ** North Providence 


80 




• «* ** died-...'. 


1 




* ** Pawtucket 


45 




* *• VVoonsocket 


40 




* ** £ast Providence 


24 




* " Cumberland 


14 




* *' Smithfield 


6 




* ** North Smithfield 


1 




' ** Burrillville 


2 




* •* Warwick 


1 




* United States. . .•. 


5 


De 


btors discharsred. •. 


121 








2,204 


267 


2,471 



Leaving in Jail December 31st, 1874 



Committed by the State 

city of Providence. . . 
town of Johnston. . . . 

•* Lincoln 

*• Pawtucket.. 

** Woon socket. 
United States. ....... 



« 

{( 
«< 



Debtors In Jail. 



Males. 


Females. 


103 
18 
1 
1 
2 
4 
1 
6 


4 
3 

i" 

•l 

i' 

1 


136 


11 



Total. 



107 
21 
1 
2 
3 
4 
2 
7 

147 
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Average number in Jail in 1R74 : 

At the suit of the State ....106}g 

city of Providence 38 *« 

town of Cranston ^ 

•' Johnston ** 

Lincoln , 3 » 

North Providence. 4 **> 

Pawtucket 2» 

Woonsocket 4 "* 

East Providence "^ 

Cumberland • •• 1 ' 

Smithfield m* 

North Smithfield « 

Burrillville ^ 

Warwick ^ 

United States 1 "»' 

Debtors in close Jail 4 ^^ 





it 


<( 




(( 


«< 




ct 


«{ 




(( 


«c 




it 


(( 




ti 


« 




« 


<( 




(< 


« 




it 


« 




«< 


(( 




<< 


u 




»( 


tt 




«c 


it 




« 


C( 



« 
(« 
(t 
<< 
(I 
(« 
<c 
«( 
<t 



Committed on sentence by the State for: 
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Assault 

** with a dangerous weapon. 

Adultery 

Cruelty to animals 

Defacing building 

Evading fare 

Embezzlement 

False pretences 

Fast driving 

House breaking. 

Indecent exposure of person 

Keeping dog without license 

Keeping liquor 

Malicious mischief 

Nuisance 

Obstructing officer. 

Store^breaking 

Selling liquor 

Theft: 



Threats 

Taking growing fruit. 



Males. 



100 

8 

1 

11 

15 

47 



3 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
6 
1 
4 
8 
160 
7 
3 

384 



FeiAales. 



1 



1 



13 



Total. 



106 
8 
1 
11 
15 
47 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
I 
1 
4 
7 
1 
4 
8 
165 
7 
3 

397 



State Pbisqn Report. 



23 



State sentences: 



Fines. 



$1.00 

2.00 

. 3.00 

5.00. 

700 

8.00 

10.00 

15.00 

20.00 

25.00 

60.00 

100.00 

200.00 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


6 


1 


7 


1 




1 


2 


1 


3 


75 


2 


77 


1 


, - — ^ 


1 


1 




1 


57 


3 


60 


13 


1 


14 


42 


1 


43 


1 




1 


2 




2 


4 


1 


5 


2 




2 



Imprisonment 



Males. 



20 days * • - 

1 month . 

2 months 
3 



i( 



4 

5 

6 

8 

9 
10 

10 days & $20 
30 *♦ 100 

Sureties to 

keep the 

peace, 



t« 
<< 

c< 
(( 
(t 



I 

29 

15 

72 

15 

1 

14 

2 

4 

1 

4 

1 



18 



Females. 



Total. 





1 




29 . 


1 


16 


1 


73 




15 




1 


1 


15 




2 


" 


4 




1 




4 




1 




18 



Committed on sentence by the city for : 



Drunkenness 

Revelling 

Shop open Sunday 

Throwing stones 

Obstructing sidewalk 

Violation of bridge ordinance 



Males. 


Females. 


1,055 


145 


65 


8 


3 




2 




1 




1 






, 


1,127 


153 



Total. 



1,200 
73 
3 
2 
1 
1 



1,280 



City sentences : 



Fines. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


FINES. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


$1.00 

2.00 

8.00 

5.00 


16 
687 
253 
141 


10 
84 
44 
15 


26 
771 
297 
156 


J$10.00...... 

15.00. 

20.00 

limp. 10 days. 


16 
4 
6 
4 




16 
4 
6 
4 



Committed" on sentence by the various towns for : 



Drunkenness. 
Revelling. . . . 



Males. 


Females. 


90 
134 


16 


224 


23 



Total. 



106 
141 

247 
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Sentences by the towns : 



Fines. 



$1.00. 

2.00. 

3.00. 

5.00. 
10 00. 
20 00. 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


69 


12 


71 


80 


4 


84 


32 


3 


35 


22 


1 


23 


16 


1 


17 


7 




7 



Imprisonment 



10 days, 
30 " 



Males. 




Committed on sentence by the United States for: 



Destroying letters. 



Males. 



1 



Females. 



Total. 



Sentence by the United States : 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Imprisonment 2 months and $20 fine 


1 




1 



The nativities of persons committed to Jail on sentence : 



Rhode Island 440 

Massachusetts 172 

New York 108 

Connecticut 42 

Pennsylvania 26 

New Hampshire 23 

Virginia , 17 

Maine 16 

New Jersey 15 

Maryland 12 

Vermont 8 

Louisiana 6 

Delaware 3 

Ohio 3 

South Carolina 2 

District of Columbia 2 

Georgia 1 

Wisconsin 1 

Kentucky 1 

North Carolina 1 



Ireland 690 

England 164 

Scotland 51 

Canada 33 

Nova Scotia 23 

New Brunswick 16 

Germany 9 

France 6 

Sweeden 5 

New Fonndland 4 

Brazil 4 

Holland 2 

India 2 

Austria 2 

Portugal 

Prussia 

Wales 

West Indies 

Switzerland 

Denmark 



! 



1 



CI 
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Indiana-.. 

Tennessee 

Florida... 

Texas 

California. 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



904 



Norway.. 

.Italy 

Mexico •• 
Australia* 



1 
1 
1 
1 



1,021 



Ages of persons committed on sentence: 



Under 20 years of age 

From 20 to 30 years of ago. 

3(» " 40 

40 " 60 



<« 



« 



it 



<( 



<< 



«( 



.157 
.757 
550 
301 



From 50 to 60 years of age. 

" 60 " 70 ** " . 

Over 70 ** " . 



124 

32 

4 



Males 1,736 White 1,836 Mamed-... ... 682 

Females 189 Colored 89 Single 1.243 

Read and write 1,338 

Read, but not write ^ 196 

Neither read nor write 391 

• 

Total number of criminal commitments 2,319 

Total number sentenced • 1,925 



NELSON VIALL, Jailei-. 



Providence, December Slat, 1874. 
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To the Hon. the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island ^ 
at their January Session, 1875; 

With the exception of an interval of a few weeks in the earlier 
part of the year when the chapel could not be occupied on account 
of the fire in the workshop and the consequent use of the chapel 
for workshop purposes, the religious services in the prison have 
been continued as in former years. 

The Sunday school has benefited the prisoners not only by the 
direct influence of the religious knowledge imparted, but also by 
the field it has furnished for the exhibition of personal sympathy 
on the part of judicious and devoted Christian men and women for 
the classes placed under their weeklv charge. The interest of the 
teachers has not been confined to their scholars during their term 
of imprisonment, it has caused them to insure for the discharged 
convicts situations and opportunities where temptations would be 
least liable to assail and overcome their resolutions of amendment. 
It is by such examples of the humanity inculcated in the Gospel 
which never forgets to treat the worst of the race as partakers of 
a common depravity with ourselves, and as capable of redemption 
by the grace of the same Saviour, that, if in any way, we can ; 
awaken desire and hope of reformation. We believe that the true 
philosophy which must guide all successful reformatory labors is 
found in the Gospel of Christ. But we do not lose sight of the 
interests of society while aiming to ameliorate the lot of the 
criminal. The first object of imprisonment is the repression of 
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crime by the reformation of the oflTender, if possible, and by- 
forcible restraint if he will not reform. A firm and energetic 
prison discipline then must always be maintained, while its rules 
should be administered in a spirit of good will. 

After the session of the Sunday school we hold a regular relig- 
ious service, the order of which is the same as that observed in 
most of our churches. 

We have been favored during the year with discourses from 
some of the leading clergymen of the city, much to the pleasure, 
and I hope, profit, of the inmates. 

The prisoners give their serious and undivided attention to the 
preaching of the Word. Their appearance plainly indicates that 
they are pondering over these things in their hearts. Although 
we may not have realized all the good results we have hoped and 
prayed for, yet God has assured us that " His word will not re- 
turn to Him void, but shall accomplish that which He pleaseth, 
and prosper in the thing whereunto He hath sent it." Believing 
these truths we still labor on, hoping the Gospel will yet become 
the power of God in the salvation of many of these unfortunate 
and guilty men and women. Our fondly cherished hopes in re- 
gard to some have been sadly disappointed ; yet, there are others 
we have good reason to believe, who are earnestly and truly seek- 
ing a higher and nobler life. The conference meetings on the first 
Sunday of the month have been generally solemn and deeply in- 
teresting. Many of the prisoners embrace this opportimity to 
speak of their personal joys and sorrows. They trace with great 
distinctness the various circumstances contiectcd with their sad 
history. In their remarks they frequently mention the love and 
teachings of their mothers. As a general thing they attribute 
their downfall to Sabbath breaking, bad companionship or drunk- 
enness. These seasons are profitable to all the inmates, as they 
are the only seasons of relaxation from prison discipline allowed 
them except the holidays of the year. These indulgences have a 
healthful influence upon them physically and mentally, and tend 
greatly to cheer them under the heavy burden of prison life. 

All our religious exercises are made more acceptable and inter- 
esting by the services of the choir, which is still trained and led 
by Mr. and Mrs. James W. Goodwin. No observer can fail to 
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notice the peculiar influence which music produces upon the minds 
of prisoners, soothing their troubled spirits, and thus preparing 
them to receive with profit, the sweet and precious promises of 
the Gospel of peace. 

We greatly need a State Agent whose business it shall be to 
look after the true interests of discharged prisoners ; to assist them 
by his counsels and influence ; to find suitable employment in 
order that they may earn for themselves and those dependent upon 
them, an honest livelihood. 

Our evening school has been reorganized under very favorable 
auspices. The accommodations are much better than they were 
before. Under the present able and efficient management we 
have every reason to hope for its extensive usefulness and perma- 
nent success. I have reason to know that many of the inmates 
have been anxiously looking forward to the time when they could 
enjoy its advantages. 

The library has had valuable additions made to it during the 
past year, so that a second book cas^ became a necessity. It now 
numbers nearly one thousand volumes, and embraces valuable 
works in the various departments of literature. These volumes 
are well arranged and carefully preserved. The selections are 
judicious and have been made with great care. It is impossible 
to over-estimate the influences for improvement it furnishes to the 
prisoner. Its use creates in most cases a taste for reading, thus 
opening up to them new fields of thought, while at the same time 
it enlivens and cheers many gloomy hours. 

General Viall and all his officers have kindly and cheerfully 
aided me in all my labors for the good of the inmates. 

WILLIAM DOUGLAS^ Chaplain. 
Providence, Januaiy 1st, 1875. 
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To the Hon. General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island : 

The undersigned Physician to the Ehodo Island State Prison, 
presents the following report for the year 1874. 

The medical history of the prison for the year 1874, presents 
little worthy of note. The usual precautions have been taken to 
keep out infectious diseases from the Prison, and they have been 
successful. The prisoners have been well fed and clothed, and 
the building and cells have been kept as clean as possible under 
the circumstances. The average health of the prisoners has been 
all that could be expected. 

Three deaths have occurred, as follows : Patrick Ford, a State 
prisoner, died January 30th, 1874, of Tubercular Consumption. 
He was a man of frail constitution, and suffered much from chronic 
ulceration of the bowels. The development of consumption was 
probably in no way due to his imprisonment. Thomas B. Wat- 
son, a State prisoner, died November 4th, 1874, of cancer of the 
rectum. Owen Gannon, an inmate of the County Jail, died April 
26th, 1874, of congestion of the lungs. 

I have made seventy-four professional visits to the Prison during 
the year, and have prescribed for the inmates five hundred and 
eighty-four times. 

The following table shows the nature and extent of the medical 
work of the year better than any general statement could do : 
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List of Diseases and Number op Applications. 



Dyspepsia 60 

Phthisis 42 

Debility 28 

Chills 28 

Bronchitis 26 

Convulsions. 25 

Constipation .18 

Diarrhoea ; 18 

Ulcer 16 

Gonorrhoea 16 

Syphilis 16 

Toothache 16 

Heart disease 12 

Cancer 12 

Dropsy 12 

Haemoptysis 12 

Scrofula H 

Hemorrhoids «■•. 10 

Catarrh 9 

Pleurodynia 9 

Ulceration of bowels 9. 



Sprain 9 

Leucorrhoea 8 

Gastritis > * 7 

Gastralgyia 7 

Parotitis 6 

Incised wound 6 

Eczema 5 

Pharyngitis 5 

Malingering 4 

Abscess 4 

Emissions 4 

Felon 4 

Strangury 4 

Bunion 3 

Sciatica 3 

Dislocation 3 

Otitis 3 

Pneumonia 3 

Miscellaneous diseases 92 

Total 584 



r 



•Respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE W. CARR, M. D., Physician. 
Providence, January 1, 1875. 
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